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The Sanford City Council met via remote video and teleconference available pursuant to 
1 MRSA §403-B (2) (D) and the City Council Rules of Procedure Section 6-B on Tuesday, 
February 1, 2022. MAYOR: Anne-Marie Mastraccio; DEPUTY MAYOR: Maura A. 
Herlihy; COUNCILORS: Councilor Robert G. Stackpole; Councilor Ayn M. Hanselmann; 
Councilor Becky A. Brink. CITY STAFF: City Manager’s Executive Assistant Lorisa 
Ricketts; Lead Code Enforcement Officer Jamie Cole; Community Development Director 
Ian Houseal; Police Chief Craig Andersen; Acting Deputy Chief Eric Small; Public Works 
Director Matt Hill; Planning Director Beth Della Valle; Fire Chief Steve Benotti. 

Others Present via Zoom: Zendelle Bouchard – Sanford Springvale News; 
Chris Heywood; Dianne Connolly; Bruce Knight; Philip DesAutels; John 
Caramihalis; Jace Clark; Jason Trowbridge 

Meeting Format 

Mayor Mastraccio called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM. 

This meeting was conducted via remote video and teleconference pursuant to 1 MRSA 
§403-B (2) (D) and section 6 of the Sanford City Council Rules of Procedure as amended
and adopted August 3, 2021, reflecting recent recommendations of the U.S. CDC and
adoption by the State of Maine CDC pertaining to the conduct of meetings indoors in the
public space.

Pledge of Allegiance 

The regular City Council session began with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Deputy 
Mayor Herlihy. 

Moment of Silence 

Deputy Mayor Herlihy dedicated the moment of silence to the memory of Sanford City 
Councilor and State Representative John L. Tuttle, Jr. 
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Roll Call: 

Mayor Mastraccio performed the roll call of Councilors present: Councilor Brink, present; 
Councilor Martell, absent with notice; Councilor Hanselmann, present; Councilor Stackpole, 
present; Deputy Mayor Herlihy, present. 

Minutes 

22-47-01 Ordered, to approve the minutes from the regular City Council meeting held 
on Tuesday, January 18, 2022. 

Councilor Stackpole moved to approve. Councilor Brink seconded. 

Motion passed 5-0 by roll call vote. 

22-48-01 Ordered, to approve the minutes from the Executive Session of the City 
Council held on Tuesday, January 18, 2022. 

Councilor Stackpole moved to approve. Councilor Brink seconded. 

Motion passed 5-0 by roll call vote. 

Mayor’s Report/City Council Sub-Committee Reports 

Mayor Mastraccio presented her report. See attached. 

City Manager's Report 

None. 

Communications/Presentations 

22-37-01 Presentation by the Public Works Engineering Division on the City of 
Sanford Technical Manual and publishing for a Public comment period 
prior to adoption consideration. 

Public Works Director Matt Hill presented on this item. 

Public comments on the manual can be sent to 
textpubliccomments@sanfordmaine.org. 

Mayor Mastraccio asked for information on where, when and how 
comments are collected and that this is made available for review and 

mailto:textpubliccomments@sanfordmaine.org
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comments.  Director Hill said the comment period could be extended for 
longer than 6 weeks if we want; his department also has contact info for 
consultants and contractors the City has worked with previously, and can 
reach out to them for comments. 
 
There is also room for future expansion in the manual for things like CAD 
standards, for example. 
 
Councilor Stackpole suggested there might be a way of sharing a google 
document or something similar for comments. 

 
Public Participation 
 
None. 
 
Public Hearings 
 
The City Council will take public comment on the following: 
 
22-38-01 A public hearing to receive comments in favor or against the renewal 

application submitted by Gaia Farms LLC, for a medical marijuana 
grower/cultivator license a 168 Country Club Rd, Unit C, Sanford, ME. 

 
Public hearing opened at 6:18 PM. 
 
Lead Code Officer reminded the Council that we are approaching the yearly 
licensing requirement for medical marijuana facilities.  By the time they 
come to the City Council, they have already been inspected and authorized 
in order to get this point.  There will likely be 25-30 coming forward in the 
next month or so. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:19 PM. 

 
22-39-01 A public hearing to receive comments in favor or against the renewal 

application submitted by NorthStar Property Management, for a medical 
marijuana grower/cultivator license at 72 Emery St, Unit 201, Sanford, ME. 

 
Public hearing opened at 6:19 PM. 
 
No public comments. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:20 PM. 

 
 
Consent Agenda 
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22-40-01 Ordered, to approve the following license requests and to authorize the 
City Clerk to sign on behalf of the City Council should the meeting be 
held remotely due to COVID-19 protocols. 

 
1. Two Care givers at NorthStar Property Management, 72 Emery Street, 

Unit 201, Sanford, Maine, for medical marijuana grower/cultivator. 
1. North Thompson II 
2. North Thompson III 

 
2. Gaia Farms LLC, 168 Country Club Road, Unit C, Sanford, Maine, for 

medical marijuana grower/cultivator. 
 

Mayor Mastraccio sought questions or comments from the Council on the 
Consent Agenda items.  Seeing none, the Consent Agenda was 
approved. 

 
 
Old Business 
 
22-5-01 Ordered, to accept and approve the City Financial Reports for the 2nd 

Quarter of Fiscal Year 21-22. 
 
 Finance Director Ronni Champlin presented on this item. 
 
 Councilor Stackpole asked if Director Champlin has any concerns at this 

point.  Director Champlin said they are keeping an eye on General 
Assistance and said that finding and retaining employees 

 
(Councilor Stackpole lost connection at 6:25 PM) 
 
Councilor Brink asked about the negative number on the School Resource 
Officer line.  Director Champlin explained that the school reimburses the City 
for the cost of those resource officers; the amount is offset under revenue.  
Those revenues are not budgeted but are collected. 

 
Councilor Hanselmann moved to approve the financial reports as 
presented. Councilor Brink seconded.  
 
Motion passed 4-0 by roll call vote. 
 

22-41-01 Confirm the Findings and Order adjudging the boiler house of the 
International Woolen Mill to be a dangerous building and a nuisance 
pursuant to 17 M.R.S.A. §§ 2851-2859 at the hearing held on January 18, 
2022, and authorize the City Manager to sign the Findings and Order for 
the City Council, and have the City Clerk record it in the Registry of 
Deeds, and advertise or serve it upon the owner and parties in interest as 
required by law. 



 

Page | 5 
 

 
Councilor Brink moved to approve.  Councilor Hanselmann seconded. 
 
Director Houseal stated that neither he nor the Code Enforcement Office has 
not heard anything from the owner or parties in interest in response to these 
proceedings. 
 
Motion passed 4-0 by roll call vote. 
 

 
New Business 
 
22-45-01 Ordered, to acquire the properties located at Tax Map R12-20 and R12-

21, also known currently as Springvale Nurseries for the purpose of 
obtaining a site for a fire station using ARPA funds previously allocated 
and authorize the City Manager or his designee to execute any necessary 
documents for this transaction. 

 
 Director Houseal reminded the Council that the funding in the amount of 

$585,000 for this acquisition was allocated by the City Council on January 
18, 2022 under agenda item 22-3-01.  The funding source is the American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) under the category Disproportionately Impacted 
Populations and Communities. This acquisition will begin the relocation 
and upgrade to Fire Department facilities to meet federal mandates.  This 
location represents one of two required locations to meet a relational plan 
to provide adequate response times city-wide and provide safe and code 
compliant facilities. 

 
Councilor Brink moved to approve. Deputy Mayor Herlihy seconded. 
 
Deputy Mayor Herlihy commented that many lots in the community have 
been examined using a formula for station location incorporating optimal 
response times to all residents in the community.  Even the two current 
and previously three stations were not adequately meeting that need not 
only because of limitations of the buildings but because of response times.  
This has been a long process looking at locations. Resources are 
available through the ARPA funds to buy this site. She thinks this is a 
smart move for the future of the Fire Department and the community and 
there is no down side to purchase of this property at this time. 
 
Councilor Brink agreed.  She had no idea it would be so hard to find land 
that would be suitable for this purpose.  We are in a great place to be able 
to purchase this at this time without using taxpayer dollars.  Even if we 
don’t build a station on this site right away, the property will be there.  If 
the City decides to sell it, we won’t be out the funds.  It is a great 
opportunity for the City to be able to set this land aside for future building.  
She hopes we will be able to find a suitable site in Springvale as well 
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because that station is very bad.  If people want to have a tour of either 
existing station, reach out to the Fire Department.   
 
Councilor Hanselmann is in agreement with Deputy Mayor Herlihy and 
Councilor Brink’s comments.  Even if it is not used for a fire station, it is a 
good investment from the City’s standpoint in a favorable and developable 
location. 
 
Mayor Mastraccio agreed there is only so much land that would be 
appropriate for a fire station.  There is not a commitment to building at this 
time; that would be a community process and including a vote and bond 
request. This evening, we are just voting to buy land appropriate for a fire 
station should we be successful in bonding for that. 
 
Philip DesAutels from 406 Hanson’s Ridge Road in Springvale said that 
according to the ARPA grant documents he believes land can only be 
purchased if it is earmarked to a project; with the Council’s comments 
tonight, his concern is that this purchase could come back to the 
taxpayers. 
 
Mayor Mastraccio said that the intent is to build a fire station on the site 
but clearly we would have to bond for that. 
 
Finance Director Champlin said City Manager Buck did follow up with the 
individual at Maine Municipal Association that is taking the lead on the 
ARPA funds and did get approval for the Fire Station land. 
 
Mayor Mastraccio said that the Council is realizing that land to buy a fire 
station is more scarce than thought and is valuable. The motion being 
voted on is clear. 
 
Dianne Connolly from Springvale asked if the City still needs the other 
property that was voted down for a bond last year.  Mayor Mastraccio said 
this evening’s discussion is just about this piece of land.  The Fire Station 
Feasibility Working Group is still meeting and discussing other options. 
 
Deputy Mayor Herlihy stated that the problem with the previous bond 
proposal was that no specific piece of land was identified.  The concept 
with this purchase is that it is an investment toward this fire station and the 
Council is committed to working hard to convince the Citizens of Sanford 
that the fire station is necessary.  There is very little land available in 
Sanford that is suitable for this station or another station.  She thinks Mr. 
DesAutels is misinterpreting the comments about investment; it is an 
investment in public safety; we are not overpaying for the land.  If 
something happened and we were unable to build it, the land would keep 
and build its value. We need this fire station, no question.  She believes it 
is a smart move on the part of the Council to earmark this parcel from a 
very scarce selection so we do have the opportunity to upgrade fire station 
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facilities.  Comments tonight were not meant to sound like we were buying 
land just to resell at a profit. 
 
(Councilor Stackpole rejoined the meeting at approximately 6:40 PM) 
 
Councilor Stackpole said he missed most of the comments but that this is 
a good deal for the taxpayers; it is a win-win with the use of ARPA funds 
so no tax dollars will be used for the purchase. 
 
Mayor Mastraccio pointed out that the land that the current fire station is 
on also has value and could potentially be sold once a new fire station is 
built. 
 

 Motion passed 5-0 by roll call vote. 
 
22-49-01 Ordered, to authorize that the deed for the property, 3 Beaver Hill Rd be 

signed by the Treasurer, on the City Manager's behalf. 
 
 Ian Houseal presented on this item.  This sale to Habitat for Humanity was 

originally approved by the Municipal Operations and Property on May 11, 
2021.  The title search process took quite some time. The purchase price 
was $30,000.  The property was originally found dangerous on June 5, 
2018 and was demolished April 16, 2019.  Habitat for Humanity finally 
finished the title process and a check and we would like to proceed with 
the closing.  With the City Manager away, authorization is needed for the 
Treasurer to sign on his behalf. 

 
 The City Council has delegated authority to the Property Subcommittee for 

property transactions of this sort. 
 

Councilor Brink moved to approve. Councilor Stackpole seconded.  
 
Motion passed 5-0 by roll call vote. 

 
 
Council Member Comments 
 
Councilor Brink: None. 
 
Councilor Martell:  Absent with notice. 
 
Councilor Hanselmann:  Thanked both Mayor Mastraccio and Deputy Mayor Herlihy for 
their comments about Councilor Tuttle.  He will be very much missed and she will plant 
some tomato plants in his honor this spring. 
 
Councilor Stackpole: Councilor Tuttle was his colleague for a long time; condolences to his 
wife.  He will truly miss him. 
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Deputy Mayor Herlihy: She didn’t have to ask Councilor Tuttle for tomatoes; they just 
appeared at the door.  He was a good neighbor and a nice man and he was too young.  
He will be missed. 
 
Mayor Mastraccio: We will certainly be missed.  We will recognize Councilor Tuttle more 
formally. 
 
John Caramihalis said that Councilor Tuttle and his brother wrestled for his dad when they 
were in high school in the early 60s.  John was a New England champion.  Has known him 
since he was a child; he was always very respectful and cordial and a heck of an athlete.  
Mr. Caramihalis was shocked to hear of his death. 
 
 
Future Agenda Items 
 
None. 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
Mayor Mastraccio moved to adjourn regular meeting at 6:51 PM. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Lorisa Ricketts, Executive Assistant. 



Mayor’s Report 2/1/2022 

Due to staff time off, the February Subcommittee meetings will be moved to the fourth 
Tuesday/Wednesday of the month: February 22nd and 23rd.  The times for subcommittee 
meetings will remain the same as usual.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the City 
Council on February 15 will not be affected by this change. 

In addition, the City Council is planning a Workshop with our new Communications Coordinator 
for Tuesday, February 22nd at 6:00 PM.  This will be a zoom meeting, accessible by the public 
in the usual manner. 

As most of you know by now, last week we lost our friend and colleague, Councilor John Tuttle. 
His wake will be this Thursday from 4-8 at Carll-Heald & Black Funeral Home, and his funeral 
mass will be held at St. Therese of Lisieux Parish, Holy Family Church on Saturday at 11 am. 
While we will recognize and honor Councilor Tuttle’s service to our community more formally 
in the future, tonight we send our condolences and prayers to his wife Ann and daughter 
Meghan. There was no one who cared more about Sanford and its residents and we will all miss 
him. 
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